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          May 8, 2003 
 
Honorable Chairman and Members of the                                   Regular Meeting of  
Hermosa Beach Planning Commission                                        May 20, 2003 
 
 
SUBJECT: CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 03-5 
   
LOCATION: HERMOSA IMPORTS, LLC 
  900 PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY 
 
APPLICANT: ARIK BENSON & BRAD LOGAN 
 919 6TH STREET 
  HERMOSA BEACH, CA  90254 
   
REQUEST: CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR MOTOR VEHICLE SALES 
 
Recommendation 
To approve the request subject to the conditions as contained in the attached resolution.   
 
Background 
ZONING:       C-3 
GENERAL PLAN:      General Commercial 
LOT SIZE: 17,950 square feet 
BUILDING AREA: 1,700 square feet 
PARKING REQUIRED: 18 spaces 
PARKING PROVIDED: 24 spaces 
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: Categorically Exempt 
 

The subject property is located on the east side of Pacific Coast Highway between 9th and 10th Street. 
The property is the only commercial use on the east side of Pacific Coast Highway between 9th and 10th 
Street and has adjacent residential properties to the east behind the business. A donut shop (retail use), 
Crystal Donuts, is the current use located on the site. 
 
The subject business owners have operated a motor sales business under an approved CUP at 303 
Pacific Coast Highway since April 1998. 
 
This project is Categorically Exempt pursuant to 15301, Class 1 of the California Environmental Quality 
Act Guidelines alterations to existing facilities. 
 
Analysis 
The applicant proposes to sell previously owned motor vehicles, specializing in high-end cars such as 
Mercedes-Benz, at the subject location. Pursuant to Section 17.26.030 of the Zoning Ordinance, 
current commercial land use regulations require Conditional Use Permit approval for a motor vehicle 
sales use in the C-3 zone.  
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The applicant is proposing hours of operation for the business from 8:00 am to 9:00 pm everyday. 
These hours are consistent with operating hours of other motor vehicle sales establishments along the 
Pacific Coast Highway commercial corridor. Staff recommends including a Condition of Approval that 
these hours of operation not be exceeded.  
 
The proposed motor vehicle sales use has a greater parking demand than the existing retail use. Based 
on the number of parking spaces required for various commercial uses as specified in Section 
17.44.030 of the Zoning Ordinance, the proposed motor vehicle sales use requires 18 parking spaces 
(1 space for every 1000 square feet of lot area). The plans show striping for 24 parking spaces, 
including 1 handicapped accessible space and 8 compact spaces. However, except for an area along 
the street frontage on Pacific Coast Highway, the plans do not clearly note what parking spaces are for 
vehicle storage and display and which are for satisfying the minimum parking requirement for the 
proposed use. Staff recommends that the plans be revised to clearly show required parking space 
dimensions (including turning radius) and vehicle storage and display areas, and that the parking areas 
on the subject property be striped as per approved plans. Staff also recommends a Condition of 
Approval stating any on-site vehicle storage and display shall not reduce or otherwise affect access to 
the required number of parking spaces for customers and employees. 
 
Additional conditions are recommended consistent with conditions used to mitigate possible negative 
impacts a motor vehicle sales use could have on the adjacent residential properties as previously 
approved in Conditional Use Permits for motor vehicle sales businesses at other locations within the 
city. These conditions address such issues as prohibiting use of exterior P.A. systems and servicing of 
vehicles, controlling exterior lighting to not have an adverse affect on neighboring residential properties 
and the public right-of-way, and standard operating conditions for motor vehicle sales establishments.  
 
                                                         
                               Scott Lunceford 
CONCUR:       Planning Assistant   
 
 
____________________________ 
Sol Blumenfeld, Director 
Community Development Department 
        
Attachments 
1. Proposed Resolution 
2. Location Map 
3. Photographs 
4. Applicant Correspondence 
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